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money and gifis to a siatue of the saint. Photo courtesy of Pete Anastasi Jr.

Celebrate in the North End

Italian feasts celebrate ethnic heritage with good food and good

North End are turned over to a

number of different societies for a
series of [east days. These societies, com-
posed of people from various towns and
villages in Italy, have been around for
many years. Their original purpose was
to pravide a link with the New World for
the friends and family still trying to get
here. In earlier days, the societies ar-
ranged passage for these people, got
them jobs and found them housing. To-
day, their primary function is the perpet-
uation of Old World traditions -— the
most celcbrated of which are the feast
days of the patron saints of their original
villages.

Every weekend during the summer, a
different society, each from a different
village, hosts an elaborate festival that
includes live entertainment, street ven-
dors peddling Italian specialty foods and
religious pageantry. At no other time will
outsiders get a more intimate and flavor-
ful view of life in this close Italian com-
munity. And there is no better season to
visit the North End. The neighborhood’s
narrow strects overflow with residents
and visitors alike for a summer-long cele-

Each summer, the streets of the

fun
by Kevin Concannon

bration of family and tradition.

The socicties have run these feasts for
the better part of the century, making
them as much a part of tradition as a
celebration of it. The custom of the feast
weekends was brought here from the
Italian villages from which these families
emigrated. Even today, native lalians
honor the patron saints of their villages
with elaborately planned festivals. In the
North End, these local feasts are re-en-
acted by members of the socicties whose
ancestors arrived on this country’s shores
long ago. What began as a way to contin-
ue the old traditions has become a tradi-
tion itself.

The Festivity Begins

Each of the [easts is organized by a
different socicty. Carl Salvi, Financial
Secretary of the Society of Saint Antho-
ny of Padua traces his roots back to Mon-
tefalcione, Italy where that saint's feast
is cclebrated simultancously with the
corresponding North End festival. Saint
Anthony’s feast is the most famous. Sal-
vi's organization sponsors the biggest of
these (easts on Labor Day weekend.

the streets of Boston's North

End to pin

The festivals begin on Friday eve-
nings, as socicty members carry a statue
af their saint from its church or chapel in
their society headquarters through the
strects to a temporary outdoor chapel,
leaving it there for the duration of the
weekend. From eight in the evening until
nudmght, bands perform concerts on
stands crected nearby. Revelers roam the
streets sampling the spicy sausages, tasty
pastrics and many other amusements
which linc the narrow, winding strects.
On Saturday afternoons, the celebrations
continue. Everything from traditiona)
Italian music to contemporary rock may
be heard as onc navigates the streets of
the small community.

On Sunday, the statue is carrjed
through the strects again. People hold
their children up to kiss the saints and pin
ribbons of money to the statue — some
do this from their windows above. Con-
fetti fills the streets, streaming down
from above along the course of the pro-
cession. The money which people donate
1o the statues is used to finance the festi-

Continued on following page
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vals; whatever is left over goes to various
charities, most of which are right in the
community, Through these feasts, the so-
cicties are able to continue their mission
of helping friends and family, at the same

time reinforcing the family values for |;

which each community is known.

As little as 10 years ago, the festivals
were pretty much a local phenomenon,

with a few groups from corresponding
organizations in other parts of the coun-
try making the pilgrimage to share in the
celebration with their fellow country-
men. Since then, the reveling has taken
on more of a secular atmosphere, due in
part to the efforts of former mayor Kevin
White’s promotion of the feasts as part of
Boston’s “Summerthing” program. The
religious roots still hold firm on the local
terrain, though.

“On Sundays, of course, the outdoor
masses and the processions make for a
more religious feeling. Some of the wom-
en make vows to their patron saints that,
if they are granted some favor, they will
walk in the parade. Some walk barefoot;
others carry candles,” explains Salvi.
‘“‘Saint Anthony is the patron saint of lost
articles, so someone might ask him to

ifthey findit, they make good on their
vow by walking in the procession.”
During the same decade, 10 vendors
could supply all the sausages that attend-
ees could consume: today residents and
tourists keep up to 50 vendors jumping,
offering sausages, pastries and every oth-

er type of food imaginable. Salvi and his || - ; P ey, o B
counterparts in other organizations have | ﬂ%ﬁ;ﬂﬂﬁﬂ ﬂ&ﬂ%fé%%ﬂﬁ;ﬁ

formed the United Feasts Organizations
in order to coordinate ail the logistics:
parade permits, police details, publicity
and all the other services which make the
festivals run smoothly.

Each Saint’s Day

While Salvi's club runs the big event
on Labor Day Weekend, Saint Anthon-
y's actual feast days are in the middle of
June. Saint Leonard’s Church kicks off
the summer feasts with their own festival
on that June weekend. The following
week, the third annual Saint Jude festival
raises money for Danny Thomas's fam-
ous research hospital. The Saint Jude
feast is organzied by a consortium of rep-
resentatives from several groups; Jude is
the only celebrated saint not directly as-
sociated with a specific village or constit-
uency.

The festival of Madonna deila Grazie
{Our Lady of Grace) launches the series
of festivals sponsored directly by the so-
cial organizations. The next feast, that of
Saint Rocco, is celebrated not only in the
North End and a corresponding village in

- ention the North End of Boston,
% /| and you will get as many, differ-
1. ¥R ent responses as you have listen-
ers. If there is any common denominator
atall, it?iépmbablyduelargely to a popu-
lar television commercial for Prince Spa-
ghetti Day. *Anthony!It's Wednesday!”
The image ofithe North End createdl by
that afvertisement celebrates Family and
tradition. The North End is Boston’s old-
est residential neighborhood; long before
Anthony raced home for Mama's special
pasta, Paul Revere rode the very same
streets along what is now known as the
‘Freedom Trail.
Since before 1645, Hanover, Street has
been the axis around which the commu-

i mity turns. Totay, Italian restaurants,
| cafes anl pastry shops pepper. the side-
! walks. For:many; heaven is an extended

help find a lost wallet or something. And | feast partaken alang more than half of

Hanover Street, Esp  or. & cocktail in
an old world cafe, a specialty Italian din-
nenin one of the street’slegendary, eater-
ies and moufh-watering: pastries from a
fancy bake shop.

Intheneighborhood's earlier days, the

- waterfront buzzed with merchants and

businessmen checking. the comings, go:

FETOus ants owned “pilot ships”
thatiraced out to be the first to greet.the
potential business opportunitics. And
among. the area's prominent citizens was'
Paut Revere. Inithe 1770s; when Revere
and his family lived in the North Strest
residence pow preserved asthe Paul Re-
vere House, thé famous rebel used to'dis-
play his political posters'in fhe windows
to be seen by the many passers-by.

If history or architecture are among

. your interests, a shart strolliback up to
| Hanoyer Street will lead to Saiot Ste-

hen’s Ghurch, also known as the New
?Qur‘t.li Church: Saint Stephen's, the only:
remaining churchiin the city built by the
famous architect Gharles Bulfinch, was
dedicated in 1804. The New North
CGhurch is a fine example of the Colonial

| style. The brownstone pilasters (original-

Iy meantito be painted'whits in imitation
of marble) and dome-cavered cupola ex-
ude the formal Puritan foundation upon
which our mation was built.

Across the street, the Paul Reyere

Mall (also know as the Prado) leads to
the Old North Church, in whase steeple
Revere's friends G:&n’.in Pulling: a
Robert Newman lit the lamps that'ignit-
ed & Tevolution: The great efjuestrian
statue of Revere embarking onihis rebel
tide enjoys the constant company of chil- -
dren playing and old-timers in animated|
conversation. A fevw steps away the seeds |
of American, history rest in glass cases
and op the walls of the Old'North Ghurch
Museum and Gift Shop. Period paintings
of Revere, a number: of small ariifacts
and a selection of impressively yellowed.
documents attesttothe North Biitl's vital
role in the birth of our: country.

Over.on Gharter Street, one of Ameri-
ca's oldest cemeteries is permanent home
to Bozens of political luminaries. Copps
Hill Cemetery hias been a constant sub-
jeat of fantastie §peculation as far as its
peculianname goes. Different stories -
both misinformed, — haye the name at-,
tributed to an imagined abundance of
former policemen among its residents or
4 legitimatization of its coloquial ‘name:
Corpse Hill. In reality, the cemetery took:
its name from one ofiits former owners,
William Copps, who peddled shoes over
aon Prince Street in his time. Gopps® chil-
tren lie under the oldest: headstones on
the proparty. _

I[n the years between Paul Revere and
Ray Flynn,; the North End has been
hame to &ll different types of people,
mast of them immigrants, Once Boston's |
first-“suburbs” were created, the well-to-
do ofithe Colonial North End moved on
to BrooKline anfl other fachionable dis-
tricts, leaving:the bustling community to
1he succeeding waves of immigrants then
arTiving on out shores.

The Trish held fort:here for a while,
giving way. to an inereasing Fastern Eu- |
ropean Jewish community by the 1870s,
By 1920, the population was 90 percent
Italian. The North Bnd also mcluded
“New Guinea,” Bostan’s first Black
community at' the faot of Copps Hill.

At one time, Haymarket and Quincy
Market were both part of the North End.
Today, the Southeast Expressway, (or
more accurately, Distressway) slices
‘both of these dreas off of tlic neighbor-

Continued dﬁpﬁ,’ge.??'
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[taly, but in parts of France and Spain as
well.

Saint Agrippina is the patron saint of
thunderstorms, and according to Saivi, it
almost always rains on the weekend that
festival is celebrated; in the last 15 years,
only three summers have passed without
the mysterious showers, Salvi is quick to
point out that the rain almost always
gives way to sunshine soon after the fes-
tivities begin.

The feast of the Madonna del Scon-
cissa, known commaonly as the Blessing of
the Fleet, takes place at the waterfront
on North Street. Upon the consecration
of the fleet, white birds are released
above the crowd along with what seems
like tons of confetti to the jubilant cheers
of the crowd. This feast has been extend-
ed to five days this year, in honor of its
75th anniversary, and promises to be a
spectacular event.

The final feast weekend of the summ-
micr takes placc on Labor Day weekend:
the festival of Saint Anthony and Saint
Lucy. Saint Anthony’s feast is run by the
men’s socicty to which Salvi belongs. If
you can only get to one festival, this is the
onc! In testament to the high esteem in
which he is held by the residents, the
summer begins and ends with Saint An-
thony. As the last of the legendary sum-
mer feasts, the Saint Anthony’s club
plans this last long weekend honoring the
patron saint of lost articles as one not
soon forgolten.

The women'’s society caps off the se-
ries with the Feast of Saint Lucy, patron
saint of eyes. Legend has it that Lucy was
martyred by having her eyes put out. In
any event, she is usually depicted holding
her eyes out on a platter. Bible scholars
attribute Lucy's association with eyes to
the incredible beauty of her own eyes and
can't really substantiate the martyr the-
ory. More likely, she is represented by
the eyes because of her name, which
means “light.” All eyes will be on this
last parade of the season when the wom-
en march Saint Lucy through the streets
on her colorfully decorated shrine.

All summer long, the North End will
be sparkling with tight, music and the
aromas of good food. The feasts offer
something for cveryone including rock
bands in the afternoons, sure to delight
younger pecople. But the cthnic flavor is
best represented during Sunday’s festivi-
ties, which include traditional music
from the likes of the Roma Band of Bos-
ton. During the procession, residents can
be seen lowering ribbons of money onto
the passing statues below their windows;
those favored by the saint march in his or
her honor; and the day is just generally
resplendent with colorful pageantry.
And, of course, eveyone loves good Ital-

" Continued on page 57

Suite

Weekends.

A beautiful setting on the Charles River. A spectacular 15-story
atrium. And your own deluxe suite, with separate living room with
cozy dining area.

What more could you need to get away from the everyday world
and put romance back into your lives?

You can have it all—including free full breakfast, and free

parking—for the price of a single room
in any other first-class hotel.

It's all specially priced at just $99 per
couple on weekends. Make reservations
now. And don't forget to ask about
our other weekend packages.

Call (617) 783-0090, or

1-800-EMBASSY.

$ %

Per couple per night

*Upto 2 aduhs; children under 18 stoy free
in same suite. Rates subject to change.

EMBASSY

SUITES.

HIO! T° EWL

BOSTON'S FIRST ALL-SUITES HOTEL.
A NEW DIMENSION IN TRAVEL.

Where the Mass Pike meets Storrow Drive, Boston, MA 02134
Operated by the Beacon Hospitality Group under license by Embassy Suites, Inc.
Also open at Philadelphia International Airport, and in Valley Forge, PA.
Gift certificates available.

Opening at Baltimore/Washington International Airport Spring 1987.
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ETETLE : Boston’s

ontinue m page tion from the rest of the city, the North
hood way. With minimal effori, adven- ‘End has always been a tightly-Knit com- weekend Getaway
Lurous visitors can navigate their wayun- munity. The British rebels, Irish, Jewish $3 7 §() per person double occupancy
der the overpass to sample the fruits and and Italian immigrants (and others as 2 days. 1 night

vegetables hawked from the street carts well) have all made the North End their » arrive Friday, Saturday or Sunday
m the Haymarket: Right next.door, Fan- own at one time or another. While evi- » overlooking the Public Garden
cuil Hall/Quincy Market lures visitors dence of the Irish and the Jews scems all » free overnight parking
with its seemingly, endless variety of res- but lost, the remembered patriots and the | | | « Mass Turnpike. exit 22
taurants, bars and shops. Other nearby contemporary Italian community make Toll free reservations:
attractions include the Old Gustoms today’s North End a spicy blend of the Conl. U.S. (300) 225-2008
‘House and the New Bngland Aquanum, new world dnd the old. No where else can MA only (880) 462-2022
ilso 'base of operations for some serious one find Buropcan customs and foods On Park Plaza at Arfington St

summer whale-wmchmg more perfectly agreeable with American MA 02117 (617)426-
No doubt due 1o its geographic isala- History.®— K.C. Sonten HAD DO I0N

CELEBRATE
Continued from page 53

ian food. Salvi reminds us that “you Our Best To You:

won't find ordinary hotdogs and hambur-

gers” at the vendor’s stands. BO
The feast attracts people from around I
the world. Many Italian social clubs
throughout the country make the trek to
Boston’s North End every year. And in
recent years, a number of travel agencies

have organized special packages for the
public. If you are looking for a taste of

the old world a little closer to home, the Theatre, shopping, spomng events 2 nights, 3 days
Italian Feasts are a good bet. The North and history are all wrapped

End is best reached by public transporta- price-less weekend packagc at thc 57

tion. Boston's North Station serves the Park Plaza. Imngmc, you get three days

area with commuter rail trains and sub- to see Boston at its best and two nights

way cars. [ you are coming into lown by reserved for whatever you wish.

car, you might cnnsli]dcr leaving the fam- As guests of the 57 Park Plaza,

ily wagon at a ncarby garage or parking

area; the narrow streets of the North End you're ?mlun casy wallppg dzstanqe °f. per person, double occupancy
are hardly enough to accommodate the Boston's two most exciting attractions: gratuities not included
people who live there. There is plenty Lafayette Place (in the heart of Down-  Regular price for two—$271.71
more to see in addition to the festivals, town Crossing, near Jordan Marsh and

and it is best scen on foot.m—K.C. Filene's) and Copley Place (New York flair in Copley Square). When it’s

time to unwind, return to the relaxing surroundings of the 5 Park Plaza.
This gifted wcckgnd also includes dinner for two at the famous 57
e — g e s . Restaurant, with a $17.50 per person dinner allowance, including tax.
NOl‘th End :Eg:s_tn___ra,l_s_ & We aiso treat to breakfast for two. You're cordially invited to use pool,
Feasts, 1986 sauna and sun-deck. Plus free, indoor, on-premises parking and free
HBO movies, sports, specials (with #o commercialsf)

1-13 Madonna del Grazle (Our lnw in your room. Stay from Friday afiernoon to
M&ue& Endicoft Strest. o checkout Sunday, or Saturday afterncon
18 0 Saint Rocco's Feast; Thatcher to checkout Monday.
] Reservations are required, and must be
y.!y 25327 ‘Feast of Saint Joseph, e i e direaly 1o the horelCal
soon for this classic Boston weekend.

ust 1-3 SaInt' Agrippina's Feast,
I-E?pver Street. LA

8-10' Madonna della Cava (Our
Lady, of the cava) 'Hanover Street. '
August 14-18 Madopna del Sconclsso
(Feast of the F n), North Street. |
! 11 22-24 Feast' of Saint Rosalle,

1 Street.
29-31 Saint Anthony Festival,

E&lﬂ'ﬂbgi?e}l' Feast of Salnt Lucy,. HOTEL

_ 200 Stuart Street, Boston, MA 02116
Tor further.information regarding the (617} 482-1800

Morth 'Bnfl Festivals, call Carl Salw,

Saint Anﬂ.‘.‘t:mgr qulel}, IG]T)SQB 3159

And, ask about our Boston's Best
Weekcnd Gift Centificate, to0.
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